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How to use this guide
This is a weekend field guide, not a directory dump. About twenty-eight spots — parks, trails, patios, off-leash — with
honest Helene closures so you don't waste a trip on a rumor.

Otis still signs the honesty. He is fourteen and Chief Field Officer. That does not mean this guide is seniors-only.
High-drive dogs get real miles. Everyday leash dogs get the greenway spine. Puppies get clear yes/no. Seniors get
soft ground and shade without apology.

Pick your fit, then pick your weekend. Every spot carries a Fit key. Match your dog, not your aspirational Instagram.

Call ahead. Policies change. Education and local opinion — not veterinary advice.

Fit key (read once)
Every entry is tagged for four dog types. Dots mean fit strength:

Senior / easy
Soft ground, short options, shade, low chaos
Everyday leash
Solid neighborhood / city walk energy
High-drive / athletic
Longer miles, hills, vigorous off-leash burn
Puppy / social
Appropriate for young or highly social dogs — or explicitly not
●●● = strong fit · ●● = workable · ● = stretch / short visit · ○ = skip for this dog type

Reactive note (when it matters): busy vs quiet hours. Dawn and weekday mornings are almost always kinder than Saturday
4pm.

Otis ratings (1–5) remain a senior-comfort signal when joints are the boss. A 5 means Otis would go. High-drive dogs should
read the Fit key, not only the Otis score.

Otis's rules (non-negotiable)
1. Leash means leash. Flat, short, under your control. Retractable spaghetti on a greenway is how Saturdays go

sideways.

2. Water before cute photos. Carry more than you think. Refill at every bowl you trust.

3. Heat is real. Asphalt cooks paws. If you wouldn't sit on the sidewalk, neither should they. Dawn and dusk in
summer.

4. Mud is a towel problem, not a character flaw. Bent Creek after rain is a mud lottery. Gorgeous. Bring a towel.

5. Saturday 4pm is not training. Crowded patio + under-socialized adolescent + your "he'll be fine" face = leave
early.

6. Pick up. Always. Every age leaves evidence. Bags in every pocket.

7. Ask before you pet someone else's dog. Otis has opinions about strangers with grabby hands.

8. Match the dog you have. The athletic loop is not a moral failing for a senior. The nap patio is not a soft betrayal of
a border collie.
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Helene note — read this first
Tropical Storm Helene (September 2024) tore through the French Broad riverfront. As of September 2026 research:

Carrier Park:
East side open (picnic shelter, wetlands, rolling lawn, parking). West-side amenities remain closed. Greenway through
Carrier is open.

French Broad River Greenway:
Open Amboy ↔ Hominy Creek, and Craven Street approaches. The section through French Broad River Park is closed.

French Broad River Park:
Closed / destroyed (including the old river dog park). Rebuild concepts include a dog park; construction eyed ~2027.

Azalea Park / dog park:
Still closed — complex recovery, multi-year.

Amboy Riverfront Park:
Largely reopened after simpler repairs — verify posted barriers.

Jean Webb Park:
Listed open with river/greenway access; treat edges carefully.

Riverbend Dog Park:
Temporary city pop-up at 100 Bleachery Blvd while permanent parks rebuild.

Verify before you go. City pages and posted fencing beat any printed guide — including this one. Riverfront is
recovering; don't invent shortcuts through closed sections.
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Pick your weekend
Three sample weekends. Steal one. Remix freely.

Senior nap weekend
NC Arboretum or Beaver Lake (with permit) — 45–60 min, soft pace, early
Home: water, towel, nap that actually happens
Sunny Point or Twisted Laurel patio — early seating, short sit
Optional: five polite minutes at Amboy overlook
Done. No heroics. Otis approves.

Everyday city dog
Carrier east + Hominy greenway out-and-back (verify Helene openings) — 60–90 min
Coffee / water break; towel if mud
Highland meadow or Hi-Wire RAD — leashed hang, not a marathon
Evening neighborhood sniff or short Riverbend if social batteries allow
Verify closed riverfront sections — no freelancing

High-drive burn-off
Bent Creek longer loops (Explorer / Sidehill / Hard Times combo) — 2–3+ shaded miles, early
Lunch nap in the car or shade
Wagbar or Sweeten Creek vigorous off-leash (vax proof ready) — go off-peak if needed
Optional stretch: Max Patch or Mount Pisgah on a separate day when fitness and weather cooperate
Home before either of you is rude
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Parks & greenways
1 Carrier Park / French Broad Greenway

Area: West Asheville · Amboy Rd
Best for: Flat miles you can scale — 20 min for seniors, hour-plus for engines that need pavement
Leash: On-leash
Parking: East-side lot (open); do not invent access through closed west fences
Shade / water: Partial shade along greenway; bring water — don't count on fountains

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●●
Reactive: Weekday dawn = calm; weekend midday = bikes + traffic noise

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Still the spine of West AVL dog life — thinner after Helene, still useful. Stick to the open east lawn and greenway. Stack
miles south toward Hominy if your dog needs more. The closed west side looks tempting; it isn't.
Skip if… You need a full off-leash run or you're hoping the old river dog park "might be open today." It isn't.

2 Hominy Creek River Park & greenway
Area: West / south of Carrier corridor · Hominy Creek Rd
Best for: Soft start, creek vibes, connector miles without a mountain commitment
Leash: On-leash (city greenway ordinance)
Parking: Hominy Creek River Park lot; greenway trailheads
Shade / water: Decent tree cover in stretches; creek access — watch currents after storms

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●●
Reactive: Quieter than downtown; still watch bike speed on the connector

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Good connector energy. Pair a short Hominy loop with Carrier east for seniors; keep walking for everyday and high-drive
dogs who treat greenway as a runway. Post-Helene: soft shoulders and temporary barriers are gospel.
Skip if… Flash-flood warnings or the creek is running chocolate-milk angry.

3 Amboy Riverfront Park
Area: West Asheville · 180 Amboy Rd
Best for: Shade lawn, river watch, greenway rest stop between miles
Leash: On-leash
Parking: Off-street lot
Shade / water: Better shade than many river spots; bring water

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●● · Drive ● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Usually calmer layover energy; still leash-tight near overlooks

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Reopened after simpler Helene repairs. Benches, overlook, pause between greenway miles. Used to stage the old French
Broad dog park crowd; now a calmer layover. Respect closed fencing toward French Broad River Park.
Skip if… You're hunting off-leash space. This is leash country.

4 Jean Webb Park
Area: Riverside Dr under Haywood Rd bridge · RAD-adjacent
Best for: Short river sit, greenway hop, "we're already nearby"
Leash: On-leash
Parking: Covered / lot; tight on event days
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Shade / water: Partial; river access steps — use caution
FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●● · Drive ● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Event days and RAD spillover get spicy — keep visits short

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Small, useful, part of the long riverfront rebuild story. Fine for a sniff-and-sit. Not a destination walk. Obey barriers; Helene
rewrote the edges.
Skip if… You want a full outing. Ten minutes, then move on.

5 Beaver Lake (Lake View Park trail)
Area: North Asheville · Merrimon Ave
Best for: Calm leashed loop, lake views, neighborhood hush
Leash: On-leash; permit required for dog walking (non-residents ~$120/yr; half after July 1 — confirm)
Parking: Sanctuary lot / nearby — don't block neighbors
Shade / water: Mixed; no swimming

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Quiet hours gold — if geese aren't your dog's villain origin story

Otis rating: 5/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Flat, pretty, senior gold — and private-property serious. No dogs in the Beaver Lake Bird Sanctuary. Period. Get the
blue-tag permit before you show up righteous. Everyday leash dogs love it; high-drive dogs will finish and still want more.
Skip if… You don't have a permit, or your dog thinks geese are a sport.

6 Richmond Hill Park
Area: West / northwest Asheville · Richmond Hill Dr
Best for: Rolling park loops, mixed terrain, "more interesting than sidewalk"
Leash: On-leash
Parking: Park lots
Shade / water: Tree cover in stretches; bring water

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Midday can get busy with people; early is kinder

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Underrated city-park miles. Seniors stick to gentler paths; everyday and athletic dogs can stack loops. Not wilderness, not
boring. Watch footing after rain.
Skip if… You need fenced off-leash or true forest immersion.

7 Reed Creek Greenway / Broadway corridor
Area: North Asheville · near UNC Asheville / Broadway
Best for: Urban greenway miles, bike-path etiquette practice, weekday movement
Leash: On-leash
Parking: Street / campus-adjacent — be neighborly
Shade / water: Mixed canopy; bring water

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Peak commute and campus rush = harder; mid-morning weekdays better

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Useful pavement for dogs who need miles without a trailhead circus. Share with bikes like a grown-up. Pair with a
north-side patio or Beaver Lake (permit) for a full north AVL day.
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Skip if… Your dog panics at bikes and you haven't practiced distance yet.
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Trails
8 Bent Creek — Hard Times Loop

Area: Bent Creek Experimental Forest · south of AVL
Best for: Shaded forest miles without summit ego; scalable length
Leash: On-leash; keep control around bikes
Parking: Bent Creek lots; fills on pretty Saturdays — arrive early
Shade / water: Excellent shade; streams after rain (mud lottery)

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Bike traffic spikes weekends — go early or weekday

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Hard Times is the honest pick when you want woods without punishing a 14-year-old's shoulders — and still a legitimate
workout if you add connectors. After rain: gorgeous and filthy. Towel in the car. Share the trail with mountain bikes like a
grown-up.
Skip if… Heat spike + midday + no water plan. Or if mud equals an emergency bath you refuse to give.

9 Bent Creek — longer loops (Explorer / Sidehill)
Area: Bent Creek Experimental Forest
Best for: Real burn-off — 2–4+ shaded miles, hills, bike-shared singletrack etiquette
Leash: On-leash; yield smart around bikes
Parking: Same Bent Creek complex; arrive early on bluebird weekends
Shade / water: Strong shade; plan more water than the short loop

FIT Senior ● · Everyday ●● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ●
Reactive: Quieter midweek; weekend singletrack can feel like a velodrome

Otis rating: 2/5 senior-comfort  ·  for the young ones
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
This is where high-drive dogs stop looking betrayed by greenway pavement. Stack Explorer, Sidehill, and Hard Times
connectors into an honest workout. Navigation matters — know your turnoffs. Mud lottery still applies. Otis stays home;
Devin does the miles and reports back.
Skip if… Your dog is recovering, heat-sensitive without a dawn start, or you've never practiced leash manners around bikes.

10 North Carolina Arboretum trails
Area: South Asheville / Bent Creek gateway
Best for: Managed paths, gardens-adjacent wandering, structured calm — or a longer garden-loop day
Leash: Leash required; service animals only in buildings / restricted zones
Parking: Main lots (entry fee may apply — check current)
Shade / water: Strong shade options; plan water anyway

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●●
Reactive: Structured calm helps; still practice exits near strollers and crowds

Otis rating: 5/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
When Otis needs "outside but not chaos," this is it. Everyday dogs get a reliable outing; high-drive dogs can stack more
trail miles inside the gate. Keep dogs out of plant beds and off picnic blankets. Worth the gate logistics.
Skip if… Your dog lunges at every stroller and you haven't practiced exits.
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11 Lake Powhatan / Bent Creek lakeside
Area: Bent Creek Recreation Area
Best for: Water-adjacent stroll, picnic energy, shorter loops — or add Bent Creek trailheads for more
Leash: On-leash
Parking: Recreation area lots; seasonal fee / busy summers
Shade / water: Shade varies; follow posted rules for dogs near water

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Summer weekends get loud — dawn wins

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Choose the flat lakeside saunter for seniors; everyday dogs picnic and wander; high-drive dogs treat it as a warm-up before
deeper Bent Creek miles. Crowds spike with weather. Early is kinder to joints and patience.
Skip if… Peak summer afternoon or your dog is a dedicated leash-yank fisherman.

12 Mount Pisgah (moderate–hard)
Area: Blue Ridge Parkway · ~30–40 min south of AVL
Best for: Summit workout, big views, dogs with fitness and trail manners
Leash: On-leash (Parkway / trail etiquette)
Parking: Pisgah trailhead / picnic area lots; fills on pretty weekends
Shade / water: Mixed; exposed stretches near top; pack serious water

FIT Senior ○ · Everyday ● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ○
Reactive: Summit crowds on bluebird Saturdays — start early or pick a cloudier weekday

Otis rating: 1/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Honest climb. Reward is the view, not the parking lot selfie. High-drive and conditioned everyday athletes only. Otis rates
this a hard no and respects the dogs who earn it. Weather turns fast on the Parkway — turn around before stubbornness
wins.
Skip if… Heat, ice, first trail day with a new rescue, or "we'll just see how far we get" without a water plan.

13 Max Patch
Area: ~1–1.5 hr into Smokies / AT zone
Best for: Big-sky bald, photo miles, high-drive hikers with training and fitness
Leash: Often required — check current USFS / AT guidance
Parking: Trailhead lots; fills fast on bluebird days
Shade / water: Exposed bald; weather moodiness; pack more water than pride

FIT Senior ○ · Everyday ● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ○
Reactive: Summit circus on pretty weekends — dawn or shoulder seasons kinder

Otis rating: 1/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Beautiful. Also a drive, elevation, and a crowd magnet. Not Otis-paced — and that's fine. This guide is for every good dog;
Max Patch is for the athletic chapter. We list it so high-drive humans stop pretending the Hard Times Loop was "enough"
when it wasn't.
Skip if… Joints, heat, or you're hoping for solitude at noon in October leaf season.

14 Craggy Gardens / Parkway picnic walks
Area: Blue Ridge Parkway north of AVL · Craggy Gardens area
Best for: High-elevation stroll, picnic energy, shorter Parkway hits without a full Pisgah day
Leash: On-leash
Parking: Visitor / picnic lots; seasonal access and weather closures
Shade / water: Elevation helps heat; still exposed in spots — pack water
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FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Tour bus pulses — arrive early; keep distance from crowds

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
A compromise trail day: better views than town, less commitment than Max Patch. Seniors keep it short near picnic areas;
everyday dogs wander; high-drive dogs may want more after — pair with another Parkway stop only if recovery looks
honest.
Skip if… Parkway fog/ice closures, or your dog has never done elevation and you packed vibes instead of layers.
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Patios & breweries
15 Highland Brewing — meadow & outdoor

Area: East Asheville campus
Best for: Space to sprawl, on-site trail energy, leashed hang after a real walk
Leash: Leashed, close to you — taproom & meadow welcome well-behaved dogs
Parking: Campus lots
Shade / water: Meadow sun is real; seek tree edges; water bowls often available

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Weekends get loud / speakers — earlier is kinder

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Oldest brewery energy with actual acreage. Dogs can exist without being folded under a tiny bistro table. High-drive dogs:
walk first, meadow second. Otis claims a shady edge and declines volleyball.
Skip if… Peak festival vibes and your dog hates speakers / crowds.

16 Hi-Wire — RAD Beer Garden
Area: River Arts District · Lyman St
Best for: Container-garden hang, post-greenway beer, RAD browse
Leash: Leashed; welcome patio and inside (confirm current house rules)
Parking: RAD lots / street — allow extra time post-Helene
Shade / water: Mixed container shade; bring a bowl backup

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Social and mural-bright — short visits for sound-sensitive dogs

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
The RAD came back swinging after the river rose more than twenty feet. Fine for a confident patio dog. Otis prefers a
quieter corner or a shorter visit. Pair with greenway miles, not as the whole workout.
Skip if… Your dog guards food trucks or melts down at pickleball noise next door.

17 Wicked Weed Funkatorium — patio
Area: Downtown / South Slope · Coxe Ave
Best for: Sours, smaller patio focus, downtown without full Brewpub chaos
Leash: Outdoor patio — leashed dogs welcome
Parking: Decks / street; downtown patience
Shade / water: Patio-dependent; pack water

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ● · Puppy ●
Reactive: Downtown stimulation high — quiet hours or skip

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Better Wicked Weed call for dogs than inventing space where there isn't any. Still downtown: tight sidewalks, skateboards,
temptation piles. Keep sessions short if your dog is over it.
Skip if… Saturday night South Slope surge.

18 Sierra Nevada — Mills River outdoor
Area: Mills River · ~25–30 min south
Best for: Destination outdoor campus, gardens, amphitheater lawn energy
Leash: Outdoor grounds welcome; follow posted indoor limits
Parking: Large lots
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Shade / water: Gardens help; summer sun still bites — hydrate
FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Big campus = big sensory load on event days; normal afternoons often fine

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Worth the drive when you want an outing, not just a stop. Outdoor porch and grounds beat forcing anyone through a loud
indoor room. Order fries, find shade, don't force-march the whole property.
Skip if… Your dog is done after the car ride already. Listen.

19 Sunny Point Café — patio
Area: West Asheville · Haywood Rd
Best for: Brunch patio, West AVL people-watching, leash manners practice
Leash: Patio — dog-friendly outdoor seating
Parking: Lot / street scramble on weekends
Shade / water: Covered/heated patio options help; still bring water

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Weekend waits = sidewalk chaos — go early or weekday

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Classic West Asheville patio move. Go early or accept the wait. Tip well; bus staff navigate a lot of leashes. High-drive dogs:
walk Carrier first, then brunch.
Skip if… Wait times are already a moral event and your dog is vibrating.

20 White Duck Taco Shop — outdoor
Area: Multiple AVL locations — pick the patio layout
Best for: Quick tacos, casual leash under-table, low ceremony
Leash: Outdoor seating
Parking: Varies by location
Shade / water: Hit or miss — choose the shadier tables

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Off-hours > Friday night crush

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Useful, not precious. Grab outdoor seats, keep the dog out of the service aisle, leave before the second margarita turns
into a third.
Skip if… No outdoor seats left and you're eyeing the indoor "maybe they won't notice."

21 French Broad Chocolate Lounge — patio
Area: Downtown Asheville
Best for: Short sweet stop, calm-ish patio window, reward after a good walk
Leash: Patio seating when available
Parking: Downtown decks
Shade / water: Limited; keep visits short in heat

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●● · Drive ● · Puppy ●
Reactive: Downtown foot traffic — short and sweet only

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Dessert is a legitimate training jackpot. Patio only — don't smuggle a dog into a lounge fantasy. Otis accepts a shady chair
and one polite sit, then requests the car.
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Skip if… No patio space or your dog thinks every pastry is community property.

22 Twisted Laurel — downtown patio
Area: Downtown Asheville
Best for: Sit-down patio meal, downtown basecamp between errands
Leash: Outdoor patio
Parking: Decks / street
Shade / water: Patio cover helps; still pack water

FIT Senior ●●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Manageable if your dog has a solid "place"

Otis rating: 4/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
One of the saner downtown patio meals with a dog. Settle, order, don't let the leash become a tripwire for servers. Good
for humans who need real food, not only beer.
Skip if… Your dog hasn't practiced "place" longer than eight minutes.

23 Wicked Weed Brewpub — outdoor patios
Area: Downtown · Biltmore Ave
Best for: Beer garden sprawl when you specifically want Brewpub energy
Leash: Pet-friendly outdoor patios (front/back)
Parking: Downtown
Shade / water: Heaters help cool months; summer = seek shade

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●● · Puppy ●
Reactive: Louder social weather — early afternoon over late

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Bigger patio footprint than Funkatorium, louder social weather. Fine for dogs who can ignore applause and sudden
friendliness from strangers.
Skip if… Fire-pit crowds and your dog is sound-sensitive.

24 Twin Leaf Brewery — patio / outdoor
Area: South Slope / downtown-adjacent
Best for: Lower-key South Slope sit, leashed hang without full tourist theater
Leash: Outdoor — leashed dogs welcome (confirm current)
Parking: Street / decks; South Slope patience
Shade / water: Patio-dependent; pack water

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Quieter than peak Brewpub blocks — still downtown-adjacent

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
A useful alternate when Wicked Weed energy is too much theater. Keep expectations patio-sized. Call ahead on dog policy
if you're unsure — house rules evolve.
Skip if… Your dog needs acreage; this is a sit, not a meadow.
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Off-leash / dog bars
25 Wagbar — Weaverville

Area: 320 Merrimon Ave, Weaverville
Best for: Off-leash park + bar hybrid; vigorous social play with vaccine proof
Leash: Off-leash inside park; follow staff
Parking: On-site
Shade / water: Hillside play, water buckets, pool; heaters/fans seasonally

FIT Senior ● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ○
Reactive: Off-peak or skip — social pressure cooker by design

Otis rating: 2/5 senior-comfort  ·  seniors · social adults often 4
Vax / entry: Dogs 6+ mo, spayed/neutered; rabies, DHPP, bordetella proof. Humans 18+. Confirm current rules.
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
The original Wagbar — about 25k sq ft of controlled chaos done right when staffed well. High-drive burn-off chapter lives
here. Go off-peak if your dog hates mosh pits. Otis watches from the human side and files a report. Bring vaccine records;
don't argue at the gate.
Skip if… Intact dog, missing vaccines, already reactive on-leash, or "Saturday packed" is your only window.

26 Sweeten Creek Brewing — dog park
Area: 1127 Sweeten Creek Rd · south Asheville
Best for: Fenced off-leash + beer + BBQ; vigorous play without the Weaverville drive
Leash: Off-leash in fenced park; leashed elsewhere as posted
Parking: Brewery lot (private drive — follow signs)
Shade / water: Seating, water, shade pockets; bring backup

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ●
Reactive: Food-truck Saturdays roar — weekday or early better

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Private brewery dog park energy — roughly 8k sq ft of useful fence. Taproom dog-welcome culture. Verify hours (they've
run closed Mondays). High-drive dogs: let them run, then a quiet sit. Otis: short session.
Skip if… Your dog needs empty parks only and a food-truck Saturday is already roaring.

27 Riverbend Dog Park (temporary)
Area: East Asheville · 100 Bleachery Blvd
Best for: Public off-leash while Azalea & French Broad dog parks remain closed
Leash: Off-leash inside fencing; separate large/small areas
Parking: On-site / nearby
Shade / water: Temporary setup — bring water and patience

FIT Senior ●● · Everyday ●●● · Drive ●●● · Puppy ●●
Reactive: Peak after-work crush — try mid-morning weekdays

Otis rating: 3/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Honest stopgap after Helene wiped the beloved public parks. Open roughly 6am–10pm daily while rebuilds crawl forward.
Not fancy. Necessary. Scoop aggressively — temporary parks live or die on user behavior. High-drive dogs: this is your
public burn-off until the riverfront comes back.
Skip if… You're expecting the old French Broad river-park vibe. Different place, different chapter.
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28 Closed: Azalea & French Broad River dog parks
Area: East AVL / West AVL riverfront
Best for: N/A — listed so you don't waste a trip on a rumor
Leash: N/A — closed
Parking: N/A
Shade / water: N/A

FIT Senior ○ · Everyday ○ · Drive ○ · Puppy ○

Otis rating: 1/5 senior-comfort
DEVIN'S FIELD NOTE
Both closed post-Helene (complex recovery). City concepts include bringing riverfront dog park amenities back in the
French Broad Riverfront Parks rebuild (design phase; construction eyed ~2027+). Azalea is a multi-year project. Mourn
them, support reopenings, use Riverbend / Wagbar / Sweeten Creek meantime.
Skip if… You were about to drive there "just to check." Check the city site instead.
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Where good dogs go.  ·  From first leash to fourteen 16

Quick-pick cheat sheet
Need soft & short:
Arboretum (#10), Beaver Lake (#5), Amboy (#3), Carrier east short out-and-back (#1)

Need city miles:
Carrier + Hominy (#1–2), Reed Creek (#7), Richmond Hill (#6)

Need real burn-off:
Bent Creek longer loops (#9), Mount Pisgah (#12), Max Patch (#13), Wagbar / Sweeten Creek / Riverbend (#25–27)

Need a patio without drama:
Sunny Point (#19), Twisted Laurel (#22), Highland off-peak (#15), Sierra Nevada grounds (#18)

Inside back — price & honesty

Suggested retail $12–19
For waitlist buyers and friends who text

"where do we take the dog this weekend?"

Education and local field notes — not veterinary advice. Park rules, brewery policies, vaccine requirements, and
Helene recovery status change. Call ahead. Read the signs. Believe the fences.

If a spot disappointed you, tell Devin — we update like a field guide, not a brochure.

Where good dogs go.
From first leash to fourteen.
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